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“Let’s take all the money!”
About talking things to death, about 
high hopes and great demands. 
The establishment of the Gesäuse 
National Park



“National 
Park
means:
Good bye 
Democracy !”
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Heimat Gesäuse 1/2002, p. 1



Gesäuse National Park
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Gesäuse National Park, www.nationalpark.co.at



The Opposition

„Schutzgemeinschaft der vom 
Nationalpark Gesäuse Betroffenen“

engl.: „Association for the protection of 
the persons concerned by the Gesäuse 
national park“
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„Heimat Gesäuse“
Brochure of the Opposition

• only 6 issues and 50 pages between June 1998 
and February 2002

• professional layout:
– colored, uniform – corporate identity

• very high print run (estimated 4.000) (question
of fundig could not be answered)

• public relation work since 1997
• leading persons were local heroes (solely male)
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Schutzgemeinschaft
Association for the Protection

• no lobby of the farmers or owners 
concerned but an open association –
innovation

• lead by non-farmers – strong forestry and 
hunting background

• supported by the monastery of Admont 
• pool of prejudices, fears and rumors
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“Vote for 
your 

homeland!”
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Letter by the Protective Association 10/2001



Land Tenure
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Würflinger, Kultur statt verwilderte Kultur, p. 134



XEIS
Brochure of the Society of the Gesäuse 

National Park (Xeis 1/1998, p. 1)
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Guiding Themes of the 
Opposition

“Nature without Men”
IUCN-Category II

“Nature with Men”
IUCN-Category V
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Heimat Gesäuse 1/1998, p. 2



„Culture instead of Wilderness“
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Heimat Gesäuse 1/2000, p. 3



Strategy of Fear by the 
Protective Association

“Avalanche in 1910”
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Heimat Gesäuse 3/1998, p. 6



Strategy of Fear by the 
Protective Association

“Alpine meadows will be overgrown, there 
won´t be cattle and their bells will fall silent“

(Heimat Gesäuse 1/1998, p. 8)

“The Gesäuse region was created by 
manual work by the local people the last 
thousand years. We don´t want that a 
national park destroys those efforts…”

(Heimat Gesäuse 2/1998, p. 2)
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Why do we need a National 
Park?
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Heimat Gesäuse 1/2000, p. 8



“Homeland is defined by the 
local people.”

(Heimat Gesäuse 1/2000, p. 2)
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Vielen Dank – sehr schön hier!

Zentrum für Umweltgeschichte (ZUG)
Center for Environmental History
Universität Klagenfurt-IFF
http://www.iff.ac.at/umweltgeschichte/home.php
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